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should be made so soon as a white shield, raised probably
on the heights of Pentelikos, should give warning that the
Athenian army was fairly on its way to Marathon. If the
raising of this signal should precede the departure of the
army, the purpose of raising it would be frustrated; for
the Athenian leaders would in this case refuse to leave
the city exposed to unknown dangers. If again it were
delayed long after their departure, the raising of it would
go for nothing. It was of the utmost consequence that
the tidings should be conveyed to the Persian generals
before the Athenians should themselves be able to see the
sign, and that thus the Persian ships should have the start
of many hours, or rather of two days, in their voyage to
the Athenian harbour. A bolder or more sagacious plan
for furthering the interests of Hippias and Dareios could
scarcely have been formed ; and although the details of
this scheme might remain unknown to the Athenian
generals, they could not but be aware that within the
walls of the city the cause of Hippias was favoured by
a minority by no means insignificant. The consciousness
of the intrigues going on around them could not fail to
produce hesitation in their councils and uncertainty in
their action. There were traditions which transferred
this hesitation to the field of Marathon at the cost oi
rendering almost the whole narrative inexplicable; but
there was also another version which ascribed the delay
to a time preceding the departure of the army from the
gates of Athens. The story told by Herodotos repre-
sents MiltiadeSJ who with four others wished for im-
mediate battle, as appealing to the military archon (p.
79) or polemarch Kallimachos to give his casting vote
against the five generals who wished to postpone it. The
appeal was made in stirring language ; but although Kalli-
machos decided to fight at once, nothing, it seems, came
from his resolution. The four generals who had all along